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Annexation of the
Catalina Foothills?

In his recent State of the City address, Mayor
Bob Walkup proposed thal Tucson annex
surrounding areas such as the Catalina Fool-
hills. Walkup noted that a successful annexation
of the Foothills could bring in as much as $60
million of new state money to Tueson in the
form of shared revenue funds. Currently, unin-
corporated areas, like the Foothills, are not
eligible to receive these funds.

What is annexation?: Annexation i< the
process by which a municipality, such as the
City of Tucson, extends its boundary to include
neighboring araas.

The annexation process: Successful
annexation requires the consent of the majority
of property owners affected. State law requires
signatures from mare than 50% of the property
owners as well as the signatures from property
owners of 50% or more of the assessed valua-
tion in the ares.

The pros of ammexatiore The pros of annexa-
tion include the retum of as much as $60 million
of stata tax dollars, Other benefite include police
protection, emergency medical response and
street maintenance among others from the City
of Tucson. Additionally, there would be no more
subscription to Rural Metro for fire protection.
Lastly, annexation would allow Foothill residents
to participate in city elections and decisions.

The cons of annexation: The City of Tucson
has its own property and sales tax which resi-
dents in unincorporated areas, such as the
Foothills, do not pay. If annexation occurs, Foot-
hills property owners would incur an additional
property tax of 51.24 per $100 of the assessed
valuation of their homes and businees.
Annexation of the Foothills could also lead Lo
denser housing zoning which may adversaly
impact the rural feel and property values of the
Foothills. Future development of the Foothills
may also face delays/obstacles from the bureau-
cracy of the Tucsen Development Services
Dapartment.

How will annexation affect the value of my
Foothills property?: Property owners will incur
an additional property tax of $1.24 per $100 of
the assessed value of their homes. Denser
housing zoning could also change the rural feel
of the Foothills and ultimately lead to lower
property values,

If you are considering selling your home,
or are curious what your home is currently
worth call (580.665.3004) or emaii
(isab@iongrealty.com) the Lisa Bayless
Teamn for a free consultation and market
evalvation, Whether a seller or a buyer, the
Lisa Bayless Team will work to make every

aspect of your real-estate transaction suc-

cessful,
—— e —
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lisabElongrealty.com
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Great Escape

The charcuterie countaer at Victor Hugo

Brains, Ankles and Other
Body Parts:

An Honest Account of a French Market

y illusion shatters. Just like that.

I'd spent the last few days in a
dreamy sunset world, strolling along the
river in la Ville Rose — the Pink Citw.
Students drifted along, a baguette under
one arm, Burgundy wine under the
other. In the shade of plane trees, old
men played boules and [ flirted with
gourmet dishes.

Now it’s a different storv. A chicken's
head stares at me through polished
glass, its neck bent back like a fishhook,
its claws curled. I see blood-tinged brain,
what appears to be an ankle joint and a
bluish sphere that [ hope is not a testicle.
This is Victor Hugo Market, the biggest
and the best in Toulouse, France.

Southwest France has a reputation
for rich, appetizing food, from cassoulet
to foie gras, truffles to Roquefort. Since
1892, the trade routes of the Dordogne,
the Atlantic, the Pyrenees and the
Mediterranean have converged every
morning except Monday beneath Victor
Hugos covers.

[ meet Cathy Méheust on the flag-
stones of Place Capitole, the city’s spa-
clous square. She leads gastronomic
tours around Toulouse’s markets, and [
am intrigued. | want to rekindle my
romance with French cuisine,

We get off to a good start. Michel By,
an artisan at Octave, reaches for a scarlet
jewelry box. It flowers open to reveal pre-

Story and Photography by Abigail King

cision ice cream dressed as haute cou-
ture gateanx. His collection lives beneath
a frosted transparent bubble, a futuristic
display at home in Toulouse, which is the
home of Europe’s aerospace industry.
Although the aeronautical industry
can blur borders, Victor Hugo's cheese
counter sharpens them. Every Pyrenean
valley has its own brand. As Chazrles de
Gaulle said, "How can anyone govern

a nation that has 246 different Kinds
of cheese?”

Presiding over the ash, amber and
creamy discs today is Stéphane Murcia,
a charismatic giant in café-au-lait over-
alls. His stall bustles despite the palatial
supermarkets that encircle Toulouse.

‘I do not worry, he says.
“Supermarkets sell pasteurized cheese,
And pasteurized cheese — is morte” He

A small section of the cheese counter at Victor Hugo



Sugary macaroons are termpting at Victor Hugo

searches for the English word. “Dead.
The flavors die with the bacteria.
Bacteria give the cheese its taste, its art.”

Of the 90 or so stalls here, nine
devote their space to seafood: glossy sil-
ver anchovies, sardines in concentric cir-
cles, and a crab clambering sideways,
alive in its cage.

Cathy reads my mind. “Tourists are
very sentimental about food,” she says.
“It is difficult for us to understand.” I
nod, trying to look worldly and mature.
After all, what difference should it make
which animal is destined for the table?
Or which body part? But four hares dis-
tract me: their fluffy tails hover inches
from my face, metal spikes through
their skulls.

Given this unflinching approach, the
word for the take-out counter amuses
me: fraiteur. Marie Orfila introduces me
to her selection: skewered hearts,
mashed cod and confit du canard —
wickedly rich duck stored in a whipped-
white paste of its own fat.

“The most popular dish?”

Maries eyes twinkle as [ take in the
empty silver tray, crystallized crumbs
around the edges: créme caramel. ['ve
clearly arrived too late. Victor Hugo
opens at 5:30 a.m. for professional chefs;
my midday wisit barely squeezes in
before closing time.

Behind an unmarked door, informal
restaurants serve some of Toulouses
freshest food. I surrender to the warmth
and chatter, the steam and hiss from the
kitchens and the scent of baking
baguettes. I side step the waiters and
duck beneath black-and-red rughby ban-
ners to reach my friend, Sandrine.

“I don't think much of the trotters,

A dash of garlic, parsley and brain

she tells me over a pink-centered steak.
“But the tongue is excellent.”

[ ignore the list of body parts and
relax, enjoying the Armagnac-infused
terrine, the delicate salmon and the
soothing glueg of wine splashing into my
glass. People cram into every space, and
the waiters spin and swerve to deliver
organic lamb, peppered meats and
sugar-dusted macaroons.

Like the market, Victor Hugos
restaurants focus on local customs and
quality — to hell with what the tourists

continued on page 21
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Fussy Musse. ..c

Relax and let me handile it...

¢ Comprehensive home check
¢ Conscientious pet care
* Personal assistant services

Elaine Musse
520-780-6936

info@fussymusse.com * www.fussymusse.com
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
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FEEL LIKE YOU'VE CASHED IN YOUR GOOD KARMA EARLY.

Stay and Flay in Tuzson's most vibrant nelghborhood!
“accage Includas room and tax, breaciast, valet parking and too it off with a $50 gift card!

From $ 20 g,r’ night

[0 sesarve your meom, call 1-8hb-540- /897 ar visit TuesnaMarrcttHetel com

A\arnott.

TUCSON
UNHIVERSITY PARE

TUCSON MARRIOTT UNIVERSITY PARK
380 East 2nd Street
Tucson, AL

Rates are per room, per night, besed on avalzbiliy, not available for groups of 10 or mae rooms
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Robson Resort
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The Preserve at SaddiaE
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WDRLD CLASS AMENITIES * NEW l\fIODELS
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* Swimming Pool * Whirlpool « Fitness Center * Social Clubs, Leagues 8¢ Classes  * Pickleball Courts  * Creative Arts Center
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SaddleBrooke Ranch”

Homes from the $190s - $600s

ut! SaddleBrooke homes sull available

View Ilmnrpl;m.; at SaddleErooke Ranch
SaddieBrooke homes from the $220s . $600s
AZ 85613

58680 East Robson Circle, Oracle,
SM0-E1E-5000 0 SaR-E15-AGE

0); X5

Quail Creek”

Homes from the $170s - $500s
1100 N, Fagle Hollow Read
Careen 1'-:.|"|.,.'_-r, AZ BAG14
520-648-0332
B35-045-0332

The Preserve at
SaddleBrooke™

Homes from the $660s - §980s
316297 5, Aspen Lane
Tacoom, AT B5739

520-825-24083 = B00-514-44253

Models open daily 9am - 6pm * Brokers Welcome * robson.com * Active Adult Resort-Style Living (_E\
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plants transpire) increases, rosette-
forming plants bolt for the sky, blooming
and setting seed quickly — in a matter of
weeks. Other plants germinate in later
rains, heading for the sky right away. All
of these creatures, collectively known as
“desert ephemerals,” go from seed to
seed again in a relatively short time.

Sixth, there i1s the business of
spreading risk. All banks seem to be
involved in this bet-hedging business,
and the seed bank is no different. One
way it spreads risk is to only sprout a cer-
tain percentage of any one species seed
in any one year. No matter how tempting
the rain, some seeds are always held in
reserve in case of disaster. Disasters are
COmMMmon.

Another way this seed bank spreads
risk is to hustle each newly sprouted
plant into productivity ASAP, almost
before it is a plant. This way at least
some seed is returned, with interest,
even if the return is small. If good condi-
tions persist the plant will grow larger,
and flowering and seed-setting will con-
tinue. (Perhaps this will be a truly prof-
itable year! Ox, perhaps not.)

In a good desert-wildflower wvear,

everyone profits. The tourist industry
feeds on colorful spectacle. Desert tor-
toises and mule deer and caterpillars
feed on leaves: moths and butterflies and
hummingbirds drink nectar; bees gather
pollen; seeds go into the burrows of kan-
garoo rats and pocket mice and into the
bellies of larks and sparrows, and on
from there, up the food chain. Of course,
a lot of seed goes back into the bank.

Nowadays, here in Tucson, a few
desert ephemerals live around my house.
One of my favorites 1s a miniature
ephemeral known as “purple mat.” It
makes me laugh every time. Two teensy
leaves appear and — presto! — there is a
flower. (Hooray!) Mind vou, this flower is
larger than its plant.

If moisture holds out, this plant
spreads. A month later it may be the size
of a saucer, absolutely covered with
ecstatic purple-ness. The bank’s invest-
ment is paying off.

Diana Turner is a local landscape
designer and freelance writer. Commentis
for publication should be addressed to
letters@desertleaf com.

GREAT ESCAPE continued

think. Stark presentation, impressive
results. Maybe I should see what I'm
missing. Embrace the unknown and try
something new.

When I'm back in my own Kitchen I
unwrap cervelles dagneaun — lambsg’
brains. [ warm them on the stove, mixing
in the obligatory garlic and parsley. I take
a bite. Firm. Slippery. Different. Not at
all bad.

My infatuation with French food
has certainly faded. But [ can respect
the knowledge, passion and common

sense lavished on their meals. This isn't
lust, it's real love.

Corrugated slices of brain stare at
me from my plate, and I can't handle it
any longer. [ slide them into the garbage
can. They say that love is blind. Shopping
here, maybe that's just as well.

Abigail King is a freelance writer who
was living in fToulouse, France, when
this story was written. Comments for
publication should be addressed to
letters@desertleaf cont.

BON VOYAGE TRAVEL bon

BVTRAVEL.COM

BON VOYAGE with BON APPETIT

travel

specialist

BON APPETIT EXCLUSIVES*

Istanbul to Monte Carlo

* Bon Appétits Mykonos
Meze fi.:li]ﬂwrly

* Private (:Uli]‘l:‘l]’}' [Jdemonstration

* Behind the Scenes Champagne
and Caviar l:i.:”q; Tour with
chcnfs Chel de Cuisine

* Bon Appent Wine Pairing Dhnner

* nrdn]]y Yours... The HL‘HI: of
Bon .-’L}J}Jétit’ﬁ [Yesserts & I]]gtht]fﬁ

Enjoy the all-inclusive REGENT

experience featuring: FREE roundtrip
air, FREE unlimited shore excursions
and business class upgrades for only

$999 each way. PLUS, now you can
enjoy these Bon Appétit exclusives
on these two very special voyages.

Istanbul to Monte Carlo, 10 nights
9/22/10 Seven Seas Marmer

Kusadasi & Istanbul, TURKEY + Santorini & Mykonos, GREECE
Taormina (Naxos), Sorrentof/Capri, Rome (Civitavecchia),
Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Portofino, ITALY « Monte Carlo, MONACO

Rome to Istanbul, 12 nights

10/9/10 Seven Seas Mariner

Rome (Civitavecchia), Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Olbia (Sardinia),
Sorrento(Capri, Trapani, ITALY » La Goulette, TUNISIA
Valletta, MALTA # Santorini, Mykonos, GREECE

Kusadasi, Istanbul, TURKEY

Rome to Istanbul

* Bon Appétit’s La Cucina Italiana
Welcome Reception
* Luminary C LL]lT].'Jl'}- Demonstration
* Behind the Scenes Cham pagne
and Caviar Galley Tour with
Rtgcnt’s Chet de Cuisine
* Bon Appent Wine Pairing Dhnner
* Master Mixology Class...
Learn How To Make
Bon Appént’s Best Cocktails

*Events subject to change

Voyage Travel S pe tlist or visit BV Travel.com

1640 E. River Sunrise & Kolb Rancho Vistoso
797-1110/ 795-8400 577-7876 825-2757

Descounts and amenities are per persan based on dbd oo, Fares listed are cruise cnly in LS. dollars, per person, based on dbl oo Cruise Ship Fued Surcharge may apply. Sl fares and offers
are for newe bookings anly, subject to vailability, may not ke combinabde with other offers, are capacity controlled ard may be withadrawn a2t any time without priornotice Al faees are ouise
anly, and do not indude Frepaid Charges, Optional Facilities ard Services Fees, ard personal charges. as defined in the Terms and Conditicas of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewsd
At wwra B350, com. Full Brochese Fares may mot have resulted in acbual sales in 3 cabin categones and may not have been i effect during the last 90 days. Promotional fares may remain in
effect after the expiration date. Air promiotion apples to economy, mound-trip flights ordy from select U5 & Canadian gateways. Free Sirfare is availsble only from the following gateways
ATL, BOS, CLT, FAD, ORO, DFW, DEW, LAH, LAK, MLA, MSF EWE, IFK, LGA, MO0, PHL, PHY, SAR, SEO, 5EA, TPA, ¥YZ and YVE. Advertised Tare includes all surchanges, airine fees and governament
taxes. Aifire imposed baggage charges may apgply. Air add-ons apply for other gateways and for additional guests in the sute. Air outing, scheduling and air carner are at the disoetion of
RS5C. Busiress Class Al pgrades apply to intemational flights and may rot apply to U5, domestic or mtra-continental flights weithin Korth Smerica, Bumope, South Amenca, fsia or Afnica
Bussmness Class Al upgrade may require a complimentary botel night. FREE Unlimited Shore Exoursion Reservations are accepted on a first come, first served basis and subgect to availabaity.
Supplement will apply on Regert Chodce pxoursions ard exdudes Private Arrangements and all Advenbures Ashore peograms, Restictions apply and penaltses appdy 36 howrs prior to shore
erumsion skart date. FREE Air and Air Upgrade (6fers are not combanable with 3rd and/or 4th quests in 2 suite, RS5C reserves the right bo coarect errors or omissions and o charge any and
2l fzaes, fees, and surchames 2t any time. Add'] terms and conditions may apphy. Complete terms and condstions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Shaps Registry: Bahamas
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» Freshly painted inside and out

Beu ISE
Newton

Aszsociate Broker
ABR, CRX, :R!

. 4 arge bedmoms 2 remndelecl baths
» Spacious 2361 square feet  « Open family room

» Dramatically updated kitchen includes granite slab counters
 New flooring throughout featuring expansive ceramic tile

£909 oV Glle Lt Geudad
TASTEFULLY UPDATED HOME ON A PRIVATE ACRE LOT
presented at: D439,000  mLs 420822015

Cell: 520-977-5577
email: tucsonrealestate@eomeast. et

Wﬂrkl'ng Hard = Wﬂd’iﬂg Smart rWark:'ng For You!
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Fax: 520-844-1315

A BEACH IN ROCKY POINT!

THE WHOLE TRIP IS $349
-*ch TWO PEOPLE
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ENJOY A BEACH VACATION
WITHOUT ALL THE HASSLE.

Your vacation to Pefasco Del Sol includes:
+ room night accommodations * roundtrip transportation
+ continental breakfast * a welcome margarita

Enjoy warm weather, sunshine, hassle free transportation and all the
excitement Rocky Point has to offer for only $349 for two people.

YOUR TRIP DATES INCLUDE:

April 9-11 (Fri-Sun) May 17-20 (Mon-Thurs)
April 16-18 (Fri-Sun) Memorial Day Trip:
April 19-22 (Mon-Thurs) May 28-31 (Fri-Mon)
May 14-16 (Fri-5un) for $498 for two people

The charter bus will leave from the Doubletree Hotel at 9 a.m. on the first
day of your vacation. Of course, you can drive yourself and book your
own room at 800-259-6976 or hotelrockypoint.com.

Please contact 520-903-SAND (7263)
or via email at sand@transwest.us. For more
details on the hotel visit hotelrockypoint.com.

520-903-SAND (7263)

PENASCO
BEL SN HOTEL

AND CONFERENCE CENTER
OM THE BEACH, CLOSE TO HOME
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